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Mr. Anthony Herman, Esq.
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
999 E Strect, NW MUR #—Q-i-;—_ 0

Washington, D.C. 20463

COMPLAINT BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Dear Mr. Herman:

The Nebraska Republican Party files this complaint seeking an immediate investigation
into the Nebraska Democratic State Central Committee’s (“NDSCC™) and Senator Ben Nelson's
illegal spending practices.

Their communicaions and public records show, and an investigation will sonfirm timt
the NDSCC and Senator Neison have engaged in a massive spending spree in an attempt to prop
up and resuscitate Senator Nelson's re-election campaign. NDSCC has made, and Senator
Nelson has actepted, expenditures to bensfit Senator Nelson'’s re-election campaign in violatien
of the Federal Election Carnpaiga Act of 1271, as amended (the “Axt”), 2 U.S.C. §§ 431 et seq.
and Federal Election Comselssion (“FEC™) reguiatiens, 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.1 ef seq.

FACTS

Nehraska's two term Denrooratic Senator’s xz-election campaign is in desperate shape.
The Senator’s long history of being out of step with Nebraska — culminating in the infamous
“Cornhusker Kickback,” the deal with which the Obama Administration effectively bought
Senator Nelson's 60™ vote for Obamacare — has chiseled his re-election number in the 30%
range.

The Democrats’ hold on a Senate majority ic also in desperate shape. The party is
defending 23 seats in a year when the American.public is angry with Congress and frustrated
with President Obama’s failed economic policies. Nebraska is a “must win” state for the
Democratic Party in 2012,

Senator Nelson, running for his third six-year term in Washington, D.C., is attempting to
position himself as a Washington “outsider,” and sorawaae who, despite his record, has not voted
for massive spunding increases that have resulted in a cripplitg $14 trillion national debt.

Peid for by thes Nebreska Republican Pesty
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Additionally, Senator Nelson and the Democratic Party have made expressly clear that it is their
campaign strategy to attempt tc scare senicr citizens by labeling Republicass as a threst to Sccial
Security aad Medicam. For exarmple:

Ben Nelson’s Campaign Manager Cited Medicare And Social Security As
Reasnns He Was Confident Nelson Wauld Have The Resources To Win Re-
Election. “*] am confident we will have the resources needed to win re-election in
spite of the efforts of Karl Rove and his billionaire affiliates to affect the
outcome,’ Neison’s campaign manager, Paul Johnson, said. ‘Supporters are
becoming increasingly passionate about this election as they learn more about our
opponents’ willingness tv disnmmile Social Security and Medicare.”” (Don
Walton, “Ben Nelson Camnpmiga Hax Nonrly $3 Million,” Lincoln Jawrnul Star
7/14/11).

Nelsan’s Campaign Manager Said Jon Bruning Wanted To Cut Medicare
And Social Security. “‘This endorsement makes perfect sense,” Nelson campaign

‘manager Paul Johnson wrote in a statement. ‘Both the Tea Party Express and Mr.

Bruning want to cut Medicare, cut Social Security and return to the days when
insurance companies could deny health coverage to children with preexisting
conditions."™ (Shahnon Travis, “Claims Of “Risk’ Vs. ‘Lies’ In First Senate Race
Backed By Tea Party Express,” CNN's Political Tickes Blog, 5/11/11).

Chuak Schimmer Said Mamlizare Will Be A “Defining Issue” In The 2012
Elechinn. “Schunter said Medicare will be a “defiaing issue” in 2012, poinfing to
the success Democrat Kathy Hochul has had in the traditionally Republican 26th’
House District of New York. She’s up 4 points ahead of Tuesday’s special
election.” (Jennifer Haberkorn, “Chuck Schumer: Medicare Vote A ‘Defining
Issue,’” Palitico, 5/23/11).

o Schumer: "We Will Exhibit This Issue As An Example Of Why We
Neoed To Keen The Senate Democritic In Order To Counter Hrouse
Repubiicsas. We Will Point To This Week And Say The Republicans
Tried To End Medicare But A Democratic Majority Stopped It In
The Senate. It’s That Simple.” (Jennifer Haberkom, “Chuek Schumer:
Medicare Vote A ‘Defining Issue,’ Palitico, 5/23/11) .

Patty Murray And Chuck Schumer Reportedly Expressed Frustration That
Deep Medicare Cuts As Part Of The Debt Negotiations Risked Squandering
The Political Advimtage Bemocrats Have Built On The Issue. “Top
Democrats in charge of keeping the Senate in Dem hands and maintaining the
political health of the party — DSCC chair Patty Murray and messaging chief
Chuck Schumer ~— hame privariely expmesest frusinition thwt deep Mcdicare eets
risk syuandering the major political ivantage Democrais have Built up on the
issue, people famiiiax with internal diseussions say.” (Greg Sargent, “Top Senate
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Dems Privately Wam: Deep Medicare Cuts Will Squander Our Big Advantage
On Issue,” The Washington Pos!'s Plum Line Blog, 7/11/1}).

e A Source Close To Murray Said She Believed Democrats “Should Be Very
Careful About Giving Away The Biggest Advantage” They Have Had In
Some Time. ““We shouldn’t be giving away our advantage on Medicare,” said a
source familiar with Murray’s thinking, in characterizing her objections in private
meetings. ‘We should be very careful about giving away the biggest advantage
we've had as Democrats in some tinre.’” (Greg Sargent, “Top Senate Dems
Privately Warn: Deep Medicare Cuts Will Squander Our Big Advanatage On
Issue,” The Washington Post's Plum Line Blog, 7/11/11).

All bulleted articles are attached hereto as Att. A.

As part and in support of Senator Nelson’s re-election strategy, Senator Nelson and the
NDSCC have begun airing communications featuring Senator Nelson voicing radio ads and
appearing on camera in televisian ads, and attempting te convisce Nebraskans that he’s “not part
of Washington, D.C.” (the “Senator Nelson Campaign Ads”). Of course, it would undermine the
Senator’s strategy to air a communication with a disclaimer stating that it had been paid for by
the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee — a pillar of the Washington, D.C.
establishment. So, the DSCC transferred money to the NDSCC that was then used to pay for
Senztor Nelson’s campaign ads.

The Senator Nelson Campaign Ads began airing on Omaha zdio an or about July 20,
2011. These ads ran for four weeks, and according to public records, the NDSCC paid $18,062
for their ad buy. On or about September 8, 2011 Senator Nelson and the NDSCC expanded
their campaign ta televisien, payiag $219,422 for a statewide ad buy. Senetor Nelson and the
NDSCC have now trafficked in a new acampaign ad, 2nd have purchased $221,141 in statewide
television time. The total amoynt of this expenditure by the NDSCC - not including the related
creative and production costs associated with the campaign ads — is $458,625. ' A spreadsheet of
the NDSCC media expenditures is attached hereto as Att. B,

Despits the ads’ disclaimers stating “Paid for by Nebraska State Cararal Comraittee,” or
the “Nebraske Democratic Party,” or the “Nebraska Idemocratic State Central Committee,”
“Nebraska” maney did not pay for Senator Nelran’s ads — Washington, D.C. money did."
NDSCC had run no radio or television communications in 2011. The NDSCC’s total federal
disbursements in the manths leading up to July pale in comparison to what they hava expemied

! Indeed, Seni@tor Nelson and the NDSCC appurently did not even wamt Nebruskans to learn that a Democrat
committee of any sost bad paid for the Senator Nelson Campaign Ads — the first television ad's disclaimer stated
only “Paid for by the Nebraska State Central Committee.” Screen shot of “Nelson Ad” (Att. C).
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since the DSCC transfers for Senator Nelson began: $15,759.95 in March; $33,919.53 in April;
$38,338.23 in May; and $17,596.26 in June. Then, in July and August, the DSCC transferred
$83,800 and $140,000, respectively, to the NDSCC — a total of $223,800. This total exceeds the
DSCC’s nmext highest tmmsfer to any stutn puaty in 2011 by $186,000, and the DSCC had not
reported any transfers 1o the NDSCC befern July. In short, DSCC transfer money from
Washingten, D.C, paid for the Senator Nelson Campaign Ads.

Transcripts of the four Senator Nelson Campaign Ads follow:
Radic Ad 1 — “Promise”

Ben Nelsan: There’s a righit way and a wrong way to cut government spending. This is
Senator Ben Nelson, and | approve this message because we need to tear up
Washington'’s credit cacd, but not balance the budget on the backs af senlor citicens.

Some want to change Medicare into a voucher system, and privatize Social Security,
risking your money in the stock market. Their ideas will drastically change Medicare and
Social Security, cut benefits, and raise premiums. It's a bad idea. We made a promise to
seniars, and | intend to keep it. | will vote to cut spending, but | will not vote to destroy
Medicare and Social Security.

Stared with ma. Go tc SareMabraskaSeniors.coui, and sign my online petition to pestect
Social Serutity and Medicare. Tell Washington to keep their hands off your retirement,
and get their own house in order. Remember, go to SaveNebraskaSeniors.com.

Paid for by the Nebraska Demacratic Party, and autharized by Ben Nelson.
Available here: httg://voutu.Be/s2uQinbdRCGNw
Radio Ad 2 — “Wroag Wae”

Gen Nelson: | said there Is a right waly and a wrong way to cut spending. Unfortunately
Congress chose the wrong way. This is Senator Ben Nelson. | approve this message to
let you knpw why | voted againet raising the debt limit.

| voted against this so talled debt reduetionr plan because it left Madicare vuincrable to

billions in unnecessary cuts while using budget gimmicks and accounting tricks to create
the illusion of cutting spending now. We need to cut spending and balance the budget,

but not on the backs of senior citizens.

There are those that want to destroy Social Security and Medicare and turn them into a
vouchier system or et Wall Street run it. This budyet plan is the first step th that
direction. So stund with me. Go to SaveNebraskaSeniors.com and sign my anline

~ petition to protect Social Seautity and Mediicare. ’

4
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Tell Washington to keep their hands off of your retirement and get their own house in
order. Paid for by the Nebraska Democratic Party and authurized by Ben Nelson.

Available here: http://voutu.be/bHgwSMHOrEY
Television Ad 1 — “Nelson Ad”

Ben Nelson: They don't get it, they put politics ahead of what is best for the Country.
We need to balance the budget, but not on the backs of senior citizens, bring aur troops
home with pride and dignity, and invest in American jobs and America’s future. | am Ben
Nelson, | approve this message because we need to stop playing politics and find
common sense solutions.

On-screen disclaimar: Paid for by Nebraska State Central Committee. Authorized by
Ben Nelson.

Available here: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=aGweSoQ-kic&feature=plaver embedded
Television Ad 2 — “Skunk”

Ben Nelson: | am Ben Nelson. | approve this message because as Governor | balanced
eight budgets, cut taxes 41 times and left the state with a big surplus. As your Senator, [
sponsored a constitutional amendment to require a balanced budget, but | voted

against raising the debt ceiling. Because Washington’s butiget deal didn’t really cut
spending, but could cut bllions from Medicare. Lilke maat Mebraskans, | can small a
skurik, psvd that dedd stunk eusn for Washingtun.

On-screen disclaimer: Paid for by the Nebraska Democratic State Central Committee.
Authorized by Ben Nelson.

Available here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRvOHDeOnvs

The Senator Nelson Campaign Ads feature Senator Nelson. He is the sole speaker in his
radio ads, and appears on camera and is the sole main speaker in his television ads. Asa
candidate far U.S. Senate, Sesator Nelson discusses his record as a Serator in favorable terms.
He executes his and the Democrats’ national campaign strategy by invoking hackneyed
Democratic campaign clichés to scare cenior citizens that “others,” but not himself, are a thrua
to Secial Sccurity nnc Miedicare. Fmauily, despite his 12 yuser reconl, the “Cernhusker
Kiokback,” amd his vote far the 2069 $825 hillion “Stimulus” boondoggle, he presents himself to
Nehraskans as a martyr for controlling government spaoding.

\
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LAW
Party Expenditure Limits

The Act establishes clearly defined spending limits for the NDSCC on behalf of their
Senate nominge. The NDSCC, alaag with the DSCC, seay cemtribute up to $43,100 to the
candidate directly, 2 U.S.C. § 441a(h), and assuming the DNC has assigned its limit to the
NDSCC, up ta $240,600 in eoordinated expenditures, 2 U.S.C. § 441a(d). The NDSGC may also
spend an unlimited amount in independent expenditures. Colorado Republican Fed. Campaign
Committee v. FEC, 518 U.S. 604 (1996). These are the only options available to the NDSCC for
expending money specifically to promote their candidate for U.S. Senate.

Federal Elaction Camnission regulaticas estnhlisk a dizee part test tn detormine whether
a party committee communication is “coordinated” or “independent.” First, whether the
communication is paid for by a politioni party or its agent. Secomnd, wheihnr the aoumeunination
maets one of three anntent stendntds. Fimally, whether a communication meets one of six
corduct staudamis. i1 C.F.R. § 109.37.

Disclaimer Requirements for Coordinated Party Communicatioms.

The Act requires any communication paid for by a political party committee and
authorized by 0 exmdiate for fedsmal office to “cleaely state thet the cammuninttian bas been
paid for by such authorized political committee.” 2 U.S.C. § 441d(1); 11 C.F.R. § 110.11.

Specifically, for a communication paid far by a political camnittee and authorized by a
candidate, the written disclaimer must (1) clearly identify the anthorized political party paying
for the ad; and (2) that the communication was authorized by the candidate.

VIOLATIONS

NBSCC Exceeded Its Direct Cantritmtion sugdiar Coordinated Expeowliture Limit
In Connection With Senator Nelson’s Re-Election Campaign.

The Senator Nelson Campaign Ads are coordinated expenditures by the NDSCC, which
means with the money thaot ks bemn speat en saloly the media beiy so far (aed sacuming that the
DNC has properly assigned its coantinated limit tn the NDSCC) the NDSCC has exceeded its
legal limit of $240,600 by $218,025, or its in-kind limit by at least $415,525.

These communications satisfy the test for coordinated party communications. The
payment and conduct tests are satisfied: the NDSCC (at least, from what one can tell from the
various names given in the ads’ disclaimers) paid for the communications. Senator Nelson
voices the radio ads and is the sole on-air spokesman for hig re-election in the televisien ads,
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states his approval of each communication and each ad states that it was authorized by Senator
Nelson.

The communications also satisfy the content test. The communication “disseminates,
republishes, or distrihutex campaign matorials preparnd by n cadidate, the candidate’s
authorized cammiitee, ar an agent of the foregaing.” 11 C.F.R. 109.37(2)(i). In the ads
“Promise,” “Wrong Way,” and “Nelson Ad” Senatar Nelson states that he will not balance. the
budget “on the backs of seniors” This exact slogan was posted an Senator Nalson’s 2012
campaign website — in the form of a “tweet” on Senator Nelson’s self-identified “campaign
twitter account™:

BenNelson2012 Ben Nelson

I will not support the Ryan budget or any proposal that balances the federal budget on the
backs of seniars. http://hit.ly/kpOXEL

25 May

And “Skunk” discusses potential Medicare cuts, just like Senator Nelson’s campaign
material stating:

BenNelson2012 Ben Nelson
Nebrashans can count on me to stand up for seniors and fulfill our commitments to future

generations. http://bit.ly/mI7tYk

Screenshots attached hereto as Att. D.

Notably, this campaign material — specifically designated as such by Senator Nelson
himself — was created on May 23 and 25, 2011 — well before the Senator Nelson Campaign Ads
began airing. This alone satisfies the content test, making these NDSCC communications
coordinated party communications. As such, they must be treated as either an in-kind
cantribution to Senator Nelson’s campaign (exceeding the NDSCC limit by at least $415,525) or
as a coordinated expenditure {(exceeding the NDSCC limit by at least $218,025) — or some
combination thereof. The NDSCC, however, appears to have reported these expenditures merely
as a tisbursement counting against no limit whatever.

Moreover, Senator Nelson is the sole voiceover in the radio ad and appears on screen as
the sole speaker in both television ads — enguring that he, the federal candidate himself, is the
person communicating his own express re-election message, as well as the Democratic Party’s
express strategic national eiection message, to Nebraskans. The NDSCC has run no other
television or radio ads this cycle ~ nor did they have the money to run these. Their cash-on-hand
has remained consistently in the $30,000 range. It was salely the infusion of money from the
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Washington, D.C. based Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee that made the Senator
Nelseni Canipaign Ads possible.

The Senator Nelson Campaign Ads are just that: campaign ads. There is no reasonable
interpretation that they ard anything else but. That they are itsffeotive is immaterial; they are
illegal.

The Ads’ Disclaimers are Unclear, Confusing, and Misleading.

One entity paid for these ads: the Nebraska Democratic State Central Cominittee. That’s
the Committee's name. See NDSCC FEC Form 1 (Att. ). Yet the ads identify three different
sponsors: “Promise” and “Wrong Way” state that they are paid for by the “Nebraska Democratic
Party.” “Skeuk” states that it is paid for by the “Nebraska Democratic State Central
Commettes.” And most egregiously, “Nelsan Att” —backed by a1 $219,422 NDSCC media buy
(furmied by the Democrats’ ratimmal campaign camiirittee) — states that it was paid far by the
“Nebrasks Stato Central Comtnittee™ — a name that wholiy omits “Democrat” from the
identifigation and macks the ad as being sponsored by a von-partisan, er even state funded,
entity.

But the Act does not allow campaign nds to hold themselves ont to viewers as public
service messages. Indeed, the very reason that disclaimers are required is so that the
viewing/listening public can “clearly identify” who is paying for the communication.

The NDSCC'’s variaus disclaimers, only ooz of which carrectly identifies the actmal
sponsoring paolitical party committee, create confusion and mislead the public. They violate the
Act’s and FEC regulations’ disclaimer requirements.

CONGLUSION

The facts are clear: the NDSCC, in cooperation with Senator Nelson, has violated
Federal law. Perhaps Senator Nelson will attempt to explain these ads away as something other

than campaign ads, and add to his unfortunate record of telling Nebraskans one thing while doing
the opposite.

Regardless, these violations are ongoing, and are likely to continue throughout the 2011-
2012 election cycle. The FEC must take immediate action to stop it.
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On the basis of the foregoing, the Nebraska Republican Party respectfully requests that
the FEC:

(1) Conduct an expedited investigation of the above to determine the exact
amount df illegal speading by the NDSCC;

(2) Impose any and all penalties grounded in violations alleged in this complaint,
or as otherwise deemed necessary by the Commission.

k A. Fahleson, Chairman

Subscribed and sworn before me this j"_ day of October, 2011.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 123_20 /#

Date
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By DON WALTON / Linzoln Jsumal StarJoumalStar.com | Posted: Thursday, July 14,2011 7:00 pm |
(21) Comments
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Sen. Ben Nelson (LJS file)

Serni. Ben Nelson raised more than $900,000 for his re-election campaign during the second quarter of 201 1 :
and entered July with $2.9 million in cash on hand.

Thooe figures, released by the Nelson campaign Thursday, appeared to place the Democratic senator on
firm financial ground 16 months before the 2012 election,

Althsugh Nelson has not yet made & final decision, he appears to be well-positioned financially to seek a |
third term if he chooses to do so. A decision is likely after the end of the summer.

"I am confident we will bave the resources needed to win re-election in spite of the efforts of Karl Rove
and his billionaire affiliates to affect the outcome,” Nelson's campaign manager, Paul Johnson, said.

"Supporters are becoming increasingly passionate about this election as they learn more about our
opponents' willingness to dismantle Social Security and Medicare.”

http:/fjournalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_27d6a402-7¢80-53al-a779-eeSc... 9/30/2011
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If Nelson ultimately chooses to seek re-election, he will have a virtual free ride through the Democratic
primary, allowing him to husband most of his resources for what is likely to be a hugely expensive battle
with his Republican challenger waged in ti national spotlight,

Nelson is viewed as a vulnerable Democratic incumbent who would be seeking re-election in a Republican
state with tlee autcune of the Nebmmla: rane emmaivabily tipping the Balmnce in a nmowriy éividod Sxemate.

Five Repubilicuns already have lined up to seek the GOP nomination.

Atteruey General Jon Bruning, the early leader in texms of financial resources, will release his second-
quarter financial report Friday.

Other GOP contenders include State Treasurer Don Stenberg, state Sen. Deb Fischer of Valentine,
Schuyler investment adviser Pat Flynn and Omaha truck driver Spencer Zimmerman.

A summaery of Nelson's campaign finance report shows an equal division of second-quarter donations from
individuals and from political action committees.

The breakdown: $430,000 individuals; $437,000 PACs; $43,000 political party committees.

Johnson made it clear that Nelson will be zeroing in on the concerns of older Nebraskans about proposals
to refashien Medicare and Sacial Security.

"No esmnmt of lipstiek on a pig, so ®© mpeak, exn hide the fiact osr oppoments want to fundamsuiaify rbzr
our social enntract with seniois by catting their retirement benefits, raising premiums and increasing out-of
-pocket expenses," Johnson said.

Reach Dan Walton at 402-473-7248 or at dwalton@)journalstar.com.

Com right 201 | JowrwalStarcin. Al righis rescrved This masterial inay mat be prblished, hroadeid). rewriiien or acdistritnted

Posted in Govt-and;politics. Govt-and-politics on Thursday, July 14, 2011 7:00 pm Updated: 7:05 pm. |
Tags: Ben Nelson, Congress, Election
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Washington (CNN) — Already, things sre getting ugly.
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In a preview of what'll likely be a bruising bout of political combat, the Tea Pusty Express and Cvat)

GO3LNG ¢ {Ev

Mehrsin Garuurstio San. Ben Nalien's cunpeigs Goyen msding basis on Wealnasiay.

This comes just hours after the Express mmounced its pick to run against Nel Attorney
cmﬂégm;mwm:ﬁuﬁmmmmmmamxuhmz m[ "]ES
eycle. OF MARGH
Emmmamomumwmwmnmnm Press Club, Nelson's I THELTERS OCTOBER 7
campaign was firing back.

*This endorsement makes perfect sense,” hinlass craapmigl mmnager Psul Johnson wrote in a
statement. "Both the Tea Party Express and Mr. Bruning want to cut Medicare, cut Social Security
and retuss ivthe deys Waen insaramse cvgaaies conli deny hesith apmaags (0 diiidres with
proowisting esnglitions.”
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oaare iaw.,

Wasting Pths time in revpanding, S Ten Paiy Exgpress culiO Sinson's clies e wes "Sas.”
"Shartly after seeing his conservative opponent endorsed by the Tea Party Express, the Nelson
camp vl iste praic nrain, and has siresdy sterted u campaign af lies sind devuguions to 4y and
cling to political office,” Express chairman Amy Kremer fired back in an email.
*Nelson's campaign has (&isely stated that the Ten Party Express warzs to cut Medicsre, Social
Security and deny insurance coversge to children with pre-existing conditions. That is patently
false,” Kremer agded.
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POLITICO

Schumer: Medicare will speaks volumes about the political fallout
‘define’ 2012 for voting far the plan.
nanfﬁ;:ﬁz%: 3 06.07 P EOT “Leader McConnell is a very, very smart

man and he’s not one who eimply lets the
Sen. Chuck Schumer says the House budget chips fall where they may when it comes ta
vote this week is a lose-lose situation for big votes in the Senate,” he said. “But he
Senate Republicans, promising the knows the danger afoot.”
Democrats will rnake the vote a key issue Ih
2012.

Advertisement

Schumer said Medicare will be a "defining D d k
issue” in 2012, pointing to the success ) H

Demscrat Kathy Hoghul has had in the - Uld you Know...
traditionally Republican 26th Hoose District
of New York. Sha’s up 4 points ahead of

Tuesday’s special election. : Nestlé employs more
than 44,000 people

“We will exhidit this issue as an example of in 47 states.

why we need to keep the Senate

Democratic in order to counter House For more informationgolo -

Republicans. We will point o this wesé and : CSV.NestleUSA.com

say the Republicaes teed to and Maedicare

but a Damaecratic majerity stopped it in tha
Good Food, Good Lile

Senate. It's that simple.”

If Republicans vote for it, they tie
themselves with ending Medicare, the New : R
York Democrat told reporters on Monday.
They vote against it, they help Democrats
say the pian is estrervm.

“Republicens are gatting the warst of both
worlds," Schumer said. “They want to
distance themssives from this vote but
there is no face-saving way to do so. They
have tried to turn themselves into pretzels
to figure out how to deal with this awful
plari introduced by the House.”

He said the fact [hat Republicam leader
Mitch McCaanell is not whiswina the vote

http://dyn.politico.com/printstory.cfim?uuid=0FD6679D-21FE-42D4-BFBD-39920836B9E6  9/30/2011
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On Sunday, the plan's architect, House
Budget Cobanittee Chairrhan Raul Ryan,
said he understends politicinns are samed
of antitisenent rafarm “because avery time
you put antitement reform out thers, the
other party uses it as a political weapon.”

“But here'’s our problem ... if we don't get
serious about these issues, if we don't get
serious about the drivers of our debt, we'
re going tv havs a debt crisis,” he said en
NRC's “Mmet the Prass.” "The irony of this
all in if we den’t fix thegs pregrams, people
who rely on these henefita are going to be
hurt the worst™ and cut firet in a debt orisls.

This arficle first appeared on PoLITICO Prot at
5:32 p.m. on May 23, 2011.
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' Did you know...

Nestlé employs more
than 44,000 people |
in 47 states, !

For mare information ga.to !l
: CSVNestieUSAcom |

% st

Good Food, Good Lile
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@BanNelson2012 Netrasxa .w.....
Campaign twitter account of Nedroska's Senator Ben an .
N Mip Mnelson2012,com :
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Tweels Favories Folowmg Followers Lists »

G BenNelson2012 sen Nelson

AN Follow GGIRightNow and @theindependent for pictures and
5 coverage of the storm's aftarmath in Grand Island.

Stumy

5K BenNelson2912 ben Neiven

RS My thoughts and prayers go out to my fellow Nebraskena who
E suflerad damages from the severs weather lasl night.

3Mikay

. %) BanNelson2012 ken Netson

- RN BN | wish you and your loved ones a special Memortal Day. My

N NSRS ERES thoughts are wih the men and women of the armed forces —past |-
and present. :

3uizy

Dl BenNelson2012 e tieison
-1 vl not support the Ryan budget or any proposs! that balances
N2 the federal budget on the backs of senlors. hitp-#b lyAkpQXEL

o5 May

ER; BenNelson2012 Bes Metson
MR Nebraskans can count on me to stand up for sanlors and Sl our

L commiiments to fiture ganarations. hitp:/biLly/minYk
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N Ben Nelson % Stay In touch with Ben Nelson
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| @BenNelson2012

Ben Neison

Nebraskans can count on me to stand up
for seniors and fulfill our commitments to
future generations. http://bit.ly/mI7tYk

23 May via web

Retweeted by David_M_Amold and 1 other
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SN Ben Neison

I will not support the Ryan budget or any
proposal that balances the federal budget
on the backs of seniors.

http://bit.ly/kpQXEL

25 May via TweetDeck

Retweeted by ZacharyJames91 and 3 others
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